Assuck has been topped. You 
know what I mean if you’ve 
heard any of the Avulsion 
records. They’re the bets 
grindcore band I’ve heard in 
years- almost reminds me of 
Morbid Angel or Carcass. Crazy 
technical guitars, whirlwind 
drums, and 1:@@ songs... they 
got it all. What else is there 
to say? I guess just go buy 
their records. I called Matt, 
the guitarist, up the summer 
of 96 and did this. He was 
really fun and nice, too. Oh, 
and they have a 7” and two 
splits out, which you can get 
through Vacuum. 

I thought that the lyrical 
content was kind of 
unusual. Yeah. Like that 
song about the government 
releasing AIDS. Is that 
a view that you all hold, 
or just whoever wrote the 
Lyrics? Well, Jim, our 
drummer, and Tony, our 
vocalist, write all the lyrics, 
and they’re really into the 
anti-government stuff, all the 
backdoor bullshit, you know? 
They’re into getting into 
secret societies. Seeing what 
the government’s really 
abouts: (ASc Far as that 
question goes, well, I can 
believe it. I don’t know who 
wrote that, Jim or Tony, but I 
know they both feel the same 
way pretty much on that tune. 
I can believe it, but I don’t 
know, to tell you the truth. 
Are they into the 
government having captive 


aliens and all that? Oh 
yeah, definitely. Oh my God, 
yes. And they Freemasons? 
Tony’s father is a Freemason, 
actually. Yeah. It seemed 
like most of the lyrics 
were in that vein... Do 
you think the government 
could ever be reformed? 
It think it’s all fucked up. 
I’m kind of middle of the road. 
I mean, Jim, Tony, and even 
Eric, our bass player, they’re 
into reading up and all that 
shit. They read a lot. A lot 
of underground shit. As far as 
myself, I got my own personal 
Opinions on things, but we’re 
pretty much the same. I think 
it’s fucked up, that the 
government is out of control. 
They have views like, where 
it’s going to be a Nazi kind 
of thing, where it will be 
martial law in the US kind of 
thing. I don’t know if I could 
take it that far, but I do 
think it’s messed up. So 
they’re pretty into this 
stuff. Oh yeah. Big time! Do 
people ever think you’re 
Oe sittlé ott oda: for 
having lyrics like that? 
Um, no. Actually, a lot of 
people like them. You can tell 
with the songs, the way Jim 
writes the tunes, he’s all 
facts, but Tony’s a real 
songwriter. He’11 rhyme things, 
and get these clever little 
cliches going on, ya know? Do 
you write all the music? 
Yeah, I write all the guitar. 
See, Jim writes songs all by 


himself, he just does drum 
beats. It’s really strange for 
a drummer to write songs like 
that, have something in his 
head, like “Just do this.” He 
plays it for me, and I do guitar 
parts for them. There’s some 
pretty unusual drumming 
on there, like doing blast 
beats on the cowbell and 
stuff. Oh definitely. He’s 
totally into that stuff. He’s 
got some go-go bells that he’s 
trying to work into the songs. 
Pretty crazy. Yeah, I was 
pretty impressed by the 
drumming. Yeah. I started 
this band in 92, and it’s been 
through a lot of lineup 
changes, but he was one of the 
first. I had a drummer before 
him, we tried another dude. 
But Jim, when I met him, I 
knew that he was the dude I 
wanted to jam with, pretty 
much. The way he blasts, be 
just grinds really fast. I 
noticed that, and I was like 
“Yeah, this is exactly what I 
want!” I was actually 
impressed by the level of 
CECHHi Cal, Ski1l ‘on 
everyone’s part. Well, 
Jim’s been playing drums for 
some ridiculous amount of time. 
He was playing in band in high 
school, ya know like “the 
band.” I been playing since I 
was 17, I’m 25 now, so I’ve 
been playing for a while. And 
I took lessons from a guy who 
graduated from GIT. I love 
playing the kind of music that 
we do, don’t get me wrong, but 


we’re all open-minded. Jim 
listens to classical music and 
stuff. I look at myself as a 
guitar player, not some dude 
in a grind band, ya know? Do 
you try to make the songs 
complex? We just try to play 
something that we like, and 
that is brutal, you know what 
I mean? We don’t- well, dude, 
you’re not going to hear 
acoustic shit on our new stuff. 
It’s changed a bit, but not 
too much. Like I said, we all 
have different backgrounds, so 
one song could sound totally 
punk, the next would be death 
metal, you know? You were 
telling me the other day 
that you all came from 
really different 
backgrounds, could you 
explain that further? I’d 
have to say that it would have 
to go back to a high school 
kinda thing. When I was_ in 
high school, I was one - well, 
I still have long hair, but 
I’m just saying - I was kind 
of in the metal crowd, the 
Metallica, Venom, Slayer, kind 
of genre. I mean, Napalm Death, 
too, don’t get me wrong, 
Careass, and .atl.. thaz, 
Cannibal... Jim was the same 
way, too, but he likes a lot 
of punk, too. And Tony, our 
Singer, he’s totally into punk 
and hardcore. And Eric is 
Kinda... trie’s Eric, just a 
plain kind of guy pretty much. 
He likes a lot of stuff, he’s 
Still cool, but he doesn’t 
write too much stuff. But 
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“The Green Scare,” on “Black 
Line Crimes,” you. got some 
Mozart in the background. 
Yeah, I noticed that. Yeah, 
so you’ve got stuff like that. 
But on this new one, on the 
Forced Expression split, in the 
middle of the song, it’s a two- 
part, it’s called “Living Life 
Through the Five Senses,” in 
the middle, there’s samples, 
sound like a Pink Floyd thing, 
there’s a bunch of talking and 
screaming, but our music is in 
the background. You’11 hear it. 
I wouldn’t say we’d get a 
keyboard player or anything, 
but when you’re in the studio, 
a: Lot of things: a0 Lt 
something sounds good on tape, 
it sounds good. You were 
saying that you didn’t 
like a Lot of black metal 
for the lyrical content- 
I’m just not a Satanist, I 
guess. Do any death metal 
lyrics bug you, like say 
Cannibal Corpse? Gore? I’m 
not saying they bother me, cuz 
I don’t really care. When I 
listen to tunes, I listen to 
the music, I really don’t 
listen to the lyrics. I mean, 
I want the singer to sound 
good, but I’m not really a 
lyric person. But when I do 
read them, it’s like, they’re 
a little childish. Do what they 
want. As far as gore, I 
wouldn’t write gore stuff, but 
they can do what they want, 
but I still like the band. I 
Like Cannibal, I like Carcass, 


although the lyrics are kind 
of silly. It still sounds good. 
I don’t look at it like they 
have to be fuckin’ movie 
writers or write a book, 
they’re writing tunes. And 
that’s what I listen to. What 
kind of metal bands are 
you into? Nothing new, 
really. I like old Obituary, 
old Carcass, Morbid Angel. A 
lot of the bands that are 
around now, I’m into their 
older albums, but the newer 
stuff I could do without. Seems 
like they got a little weak. 
Seems like a lot of bands 
get old and weak. Yeah! 
You know, like Slayer, that 
new CD they just came out with 
[You can tell this is kinda 
old... we’re talking about 
“Undisputed Attitude.” - 
Finn]? The punk one? That’s 
probably the best stuff they’ve 
done in years. That’s what I 
mean, but it sounds good! Do 
you like any of the old 
thrash still, Like SOD or 
Hirax? You know, I don’t 
listen to it, but I still got 
the CDs and tapes, and I’11 
pop em in every once in a 
while. Like old Suicidal 
Tendencies. Nobody liked “How 
Will I laugh Tomorrow” when 
it came out. I like it. I like 
a lot of the guitar playing. 
Even old Metallica, that’s what 
I learned off of. I wouldn’t 
be as good of a player now if 
I didn’t learn their riffs and 
solos and shit. I think it’s 


amazing how influential 
all the old metal bands 
were on what’s hardcore 
today. Yeah, but it males 
sense. If you want to play 
evil-sounding stuff, if you 
want your guitars to sound 
cool, that’s where a lot of 
that stuff comes from. Metal’s 
mostly about guitars, it 
revolves around that. With the 
punk and hardcore, it’s about 
the drumming, and how fast that 
is, and the vocalist. And if 
you can combine the two, 
you could get something 
even harsher. That’s exactly 
what we try to do. A lot of 
people call us a lot of 
different things: they call 
us punk, hardcore, crust, 
people call us grindcore. I’d 
like to think of ourselves as 
a grindcore band, in the sense 
that we’re kind of the way 
Carcass was, or old Morbid 
Angel, Napalm Death. It’s 
crossover to me, that crossover 
between death metal and 
hardcore. To me, that’s 
what grindcore is. Exactly, 
that’s what I think it is, too. 
My definition of grindcore is 
a crossover between hardcore 
and death metal. You couldn’t 
have said it any better. It’s 
just death metal with more 
of the hardcore attitude. 
If Deicide had different 
lyrics- Oh yeah, if they had 
political lyrics, they wouldn’t 
be considered death metal. 
Their music is awesome. I don’t 


know or hang out with them, I 
don’t give a fuck... [We ta'k 
about Buffalo a little bit... } 
We used to be Slavestate too, 
I don’t know if you ever heard 
of them. Yeah, the one on 
Slap A Ham? Yeah, that’s the 
one. That’s Tony. He was 
Slavestate, more or less. Hi 
and I were in Slavestate for a 
little stint. Huh! I didn’t 
know that, but I always 
did like them, even i 
they got no props. 

Matt Kennedy / Avulsion: 
1423 Seneca Creek Rd. 
West Seneca,,NY 14224 
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924 GILMAN, BERKELEY, CA 
$5 each day / 7pm sharp each day 7 
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